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Utilities Committee 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
AGENDA OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 
5:30 PM 

  
  

CALL TO ORDER  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

1. Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes dated January 17, 2023; and  
Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes dated May 1, 2023. 
(Committee action required) 

NEW BUSINESS  

O 2024-88 An Ordinance authorizing the Administration to charge credit card 
processing fees to payer. 
(Introduced by Mayor Corcoran; First Reading on 08-19-2024) 

O 2024-89 An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract with Utility 
Metering Solutions, LLC, for the City-Wide Mass Water Meter 
Replacement Project.  
(Introduced by Mayor Corcoran; First Reading on 08-19-2024) 

O 2024-90 An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to purchase water meters and 
appurtenances from Badger Meter, INC. as part of the Mass Water Meter 
Replacement Project.  
(Introduced by Mayor Corcoran; First Reading on 08-19-2024) 

O 2024-91 An Ordinance establishing a water meter service charge. 
(Introduced by Mayor Corcoran; First Reading on 08-19-2024) 

ADJOURNMENT  
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NORTH RIDGEVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 6:00 p.m. 
MONDAY, January 17, 2023 

 
To Order: 
 
Chairman Dennis Boose called the Utilities Committee meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Attendance:  
 
Members present were Chairman Dennis Boose, Councilwoman Georgia Awig, and Councilman 
Clifford Winkel.  
 
Also present: Mayor Kevin Corcoran, President Jason Jacobs, Councilman Bruce Abens, 
Councilwoman Holly Swenk, Councilman Martin DeVries, City Engineer Christina Eavenson, 
Director of Finance April Wilkerson, French Creek WWTP Superintendent Corey Timko, 
AECOM Justine Rose, Assistant Clerk of Council Fijabi Gallam. 
 
Minutes: 
 
Chairman Boose asked for any corrections to the minutes of April 18, 2022.  No discussion was 
offered. Minutes approved as presented. 
 
New Business: 
 
French Creek Rate Study Presentation  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that the City conducts a rate study about every five years. AECOM is 
the company that conducted the rate study for the French Creek Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
Mayor Corcoran introduced AECOM and explained the study plans for the plant's future. 
 
French Creek Waste Water Plant Superintendent Corey Timko provided a background story for 
the Plant.  Mr. Timko went over issues with systems failing and the need for upgrades. The rate 
study looked at how to keep the French Creek Waste Water Plant operating with no systems 
failing. He reiterated that the Plant is old and there are systems in the Plant that have not been 
replaced since 1976. Mayor Corcoran explained that the Plant improvements are necessary and 
systems are failing.  
 
AECOM presented a presentation to the committee. The presentation is attached to the minutes 
for review.   
 
Chairman Boose asked for any questions or comments from the administration.  
 
Mayor Corcoran reminded everyone that the City started the 6.7 million dollar loan process with 
the approval from City Council in past legislation. The projects that were mentioned in previous 
conversations and budgeted for the year 2023 are in the process of being completed. The 
administration tried to keep the rates as low as possible, but money is needed to complete the 
major projects at the Plant. The goal is to keep costs under control.  
Chairman Boose asked for any questions or comments from the Committee members.   
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Councilman Winkel wanted to get more clarification on the project numbers and rate increases.  
 
Ms. Rose explained that the spreadsheets that were provided in the presentation show the 
projected cost on separate costs. There is a separate line that explains the rate increase 
revenues.  The spreadsheets illustrate what is being received each year from the rate increase.  
 
Mayor Corcoran noted that the revenue has been decreasing because fewer houses are being 
built. He explained that fewer revenues would cause an increase in rates.  
 
Superintendent Corey Timko remarked that a major component of the revenue is wet weather.  
 
Councilwoman Swenk wanted to know when would the 4% rate increase end since it is 
requested to increase by 4% each year until the year 2027. 
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that at the end of the 5-year mark, the administration would do 
another rate study to determine what increase is needed to keep the Plant operating. The 
compounding interest for the 5 years is 20%. The increase is to pay for the operation and the 
project for the Plant.  
 
Councilwoman Swenk wanted to know if the City would keep the same compounding interest 
after the projects are completed. She understood that the next rate study could come back with a 
decrease instead of an increase.  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that a decrease is possible. The administration would take a look at 
the rate once the major project is done and it is hard to tell what is needed in the future.  
  
Director of Finance Wilkerson explained that part of this rate increase is to issue loans to 
support the future service payments of those loans plus increases for operation and 
maintenance. Rates could go up even though the project is complete - still have the debt service 
complete. 
 
Mr. Timko explained that the future rate study would make sure the Plant has a plan to pay back 
the debt services.  
 
Safety and Service Director Armbruster remarked that the City of Avon and Sheffield Village buy 
its wholesale from French Creek. They would share the rate increase. 
 
City Engineer Christine Eavenson wanted to know if the rate study also looks at the Plant’s trunk 
line. 
 
Mr. Timko remarked that there is an ongoing study for the 14-mile intercepter. Recent 
legislation was increased for the intercepter being updated due to the subsonic testing of the 
walls. The administration put a 1.3 million dollar interceptor repair in the study. It could 
increase or decrease.    The interceptor is in good condition. 
 
Council President Jacobs wanted to know the impact the 4% would have on the City of North 
Ridgeville residents.  President Jacobs understood that the $2.25 is the cost per 100 cubic feet for 
the Plant and the total cost per cubic foot for the residents is $6.20 per cubic foot of which $2.25 
is a portion of the $6.20. 
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Mayor Corcoran explained that as a result of previous legislation the $2.25 is applied to the $6.20. 
There are a lot of different components that make up the $6.20 - French Creek fee, Operation 
and Maintenance cost, and a fixed monthly fee for capital improvement projects in the sewer 
system.  
 
Councilman Abens wanted to know if it is possible to show the 4% as a surcharge instead of part 
of the rate increase. It would send the message that the percentage would end in the future.  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained no because it is based on volume. The percentage can’t be a fixed rate 
because it is based on usage.   
 
Mr. Armbruster noted that the Plant is updated with the latest software and everyone is happy 
with the current procedures. There is also a discount for wet weather that everyone shares.   
 
Councilwoman Swenk wanted to know how the January billing would be impacted by the rate 
increase retroactive back to January 1, 2023.  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that there is requested legislation with the emergency to finalize the 
January billing. The billing is usually done at the end of the month.  
 
Discussion ensued about the need for the rate increase because the Plant is very old.   
 
Chairman Boose expressed that he has been with the City for a long them and the Plant has 
always been ahead of EPA. He explained the Plant was able to use many systems and its 
functionality of it well beyond its useful life. He noted that replacing equipment never gets 
cheaper and is not a less expensive alternative for the equipment. He added that the City has had 
4% increases in the past and he understands no one likes to see their sewer rate increase.  
 
Mayor Corcoran added that by not increasing the rates or doing anything, the EPA could force 
the City to do expensive fixes like surrounding communities. The administration is trying to get 
ahead of the problem.  
 
Mr. Timko explained that the cost is rising dramatically. He invited everyone to visit the Plant to 
learn more about the scope of the operations.  
 
Chairman Boose asked for any questions or comments from the Council members and the 
administration.  No comments were offered. 
 
Chairman Boose asked for any questions or comments from the public.  
 
A resident from the audience wanted to know why the tap-in fees for the City of Avon are less 
than the tap-in fees for North Ridgeville.  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that tap-in fees are made up of a lot of different components (4). 
Some of the tap-in fees go to French Creek.   
 
The administration does not know why the City of Avon is less than the City of North Ridgeville 
and how they do their calculation.  
 
A resident from the audience wanted to know why the charge for the tap-in fees was not put out 
to the people in the Center Ridge area. A letter only went out to ask the residents where they 
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wanted their tap-in to be. The resident is concerned with the tap-in fee amount and the cost 
difference every year.  
 
Mayor Corcoran explained that the tap-in fee concerns are separate from the French Creek rate 
increase. He remarked that T 7-2023 is on the City Council’s Agenda dated January 17, 2023, and 
he would like to amend section 1 in the legislation to add “annually through 2027”. 
 

Moved by Boose and seconded by Winkel to amend T 7-2023 under Section 1 to reflect 
the following.:  

 
 “Shall be increased by four percent (4%) above the current rate” to read “shall be 

increased by four percent (4%) annually through 2027.”   

 
A voice vote was taken and the motion carried. 
    Yes – 3   No – 0 
 

Moved by Boose and seconded by Winkel to recommend the City Council to send T 7-
2023 to City Council for consideration with amendments.:    

 
A voice vote was taken and the motion carried. 
    Yes – 3   No – 0 
 
T 175-2022  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING N.R.C.O. SECTION 1044.02 CONNECTION 

CHARGES BY ADDING SUBSECTION (L). 
(Introduced by Council Member Winkel) 
 

Councilman Winkel provided the reason for T 175-2022. This legislation is to assist single-family 
homes with expensive sewer tap-ins that are needed to tap into new lines from road 
construction. The legislation enables someone to budget for the required tap-ins and not receive 
increases from projects being delayed.  
 
Councilwoman Awig wanted to know if the residents have to tap in when the tie-in is available or 
if they could wait.  
 
Councilman Winkel explained that they do have to tap in and there is a waiting period before it 
is enforced by the health department and the Police Department. 
 
Ms. Eavenson explained that if the home is 200 feet back, they are exempt from the requirement 
and the health department assists the homeowners depending on how old their system is.  
 

Moved by Winkel and seconded by Awig to table T 175-2022 to a future meeting.  
 
A voice vote was taken and the motion carried. 
 Yes – 3  No – 0  
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Adjournment: 
 
Chairman Boose adjourned the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Date Approved: September 3, 2024 
 
 
 
Fijabi Gallam, MMC 
Assistant Clerk of Council 
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NORTH RIDGEVILLE CITY COUNCIL
UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS -  6:15 p.m.
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 

To Order:

Chairman Dennis Boose called the Utilities Committee meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Attendance:

Members present were Chairman Dennis Boose, Councilwoman Georgia Awig, and Councilman Clifford 
Winkel. 

Also present: Mayor Kevin Corcoran, Police Chief Mike Freeman, Council President Jason Jacobs, 
Councilman Bruce Abens, Councilwoman Holly Swenk, and Assistant Clerk of Council Fijabi Gallam.

Minutes:

Chairman Boose asked for any corrections to the minutes of February 6, 2023.  No discussion was offered.  
Minutes approved as presented.

New Business:

T 36-2023 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION (C)(7) OF N.R.C.O. SECTION 634.01 
NOISE DISTURBANCES.
(Introduced by Mayor Corcoran; First Reading on 04-03-2023)

Chair Boose provided the reason for T 36-2023. He remarked that he received complaints in the past 
regarding construction noise and took a survey to see if other residents felt the same way. Chair Boose 
explained that most of the residents he talked to agreed that it would be a good idea to change the time Chair 
Boose added that there was a survey done by the Clerk of Council’s office. The survey consists of 13 
communities. The three (Avon Lake, Elyria, and Lorain) of the four largest cities in Lorain County end their 
construction at 8:00 p.m. versus 9:00 p.m.  Currently, the City of North Ridgeville ends construction noise 
at 9:00 p.m. The City of North Royalton ends construction at 8:00 p.m. as well. The only change for the 
legislation request is to change the construction noise-restricted hours from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., to 8:00 
p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Everything else in the code would remain the same. 

Councilwoman Awig expressed that she does not think having the construction time going until 9:00 p.m. is 
unreasonable. She remarked that there are many times throughout the year when construction is restricted 
due to it getting dark or the weather. She believed that if there is a need to go until 9:00 p.m. to get a project 
finished, the contractor should be able to do so.  

Councilman Winkel explained that in his experience the 7:00 a.m. start time is probably more important to 
most. He asked Chief Freeman for the number of complaints he receives for construction going past 9:00 
p.m.

Police Chief Freeman remarked that the Police Department normally receives complaints during good 
weather because the builders are trying to scramble to get the work finished. In the wintertime, the Police 
Department receives more complaints in the mornings than in the evenings. 

Councilman Boose understood that there are not a lot of complaints or activities during the construction-
restricted hours. 
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Mayor Corcoran remarked that most of the cities that are in the survey have the same restricted construction 
hours as the City of North Ridgeville. He noted that the City of Elyria and Lorain does not currently have 
any construction activity.  The great thing about the area is that it is light outside until 9:00 p.m. during the 
summertime. He expressed that he does not think the change is needed based on one complaint. 

Councilman Boose reiterated that the legislation request is not based on one complaint – it is based on the 
whole community. It is for residents who live near construction sites. He also agreed that one complaint 
doesn’t make a reason for an ordinance and change request. 

Chief Freeman expressed that most contractors are not working until 9:00 p.m. because they should respect 
residents in the surrounding area. The legislation does give the Police Department the tools to enforce the 
legislation if a contractor does not shut down the construction before the restricted hours. 

Councilwoman Awig wanted to know if a fine is connected to the legislation. 

Chair Boose explained that the only person that is fined is the actual contractor that is working out in the 
field at the time of the offense. 

Chief Freeman explained that there have not been fines given to contractors in his time as the Police Chief. 
He also noted that usually, the police officers do not have to come back out for the second time after the first 
request to shut down. 

Councilman Jacobs pointed out that a construction site is a temporary inconvenience to have to listen to the 
construction noise. 

Councilman Abens wanted to know if the legislation would affect farmers' plowing. He had received 
complaints of farmers plowing as early as 1:00 a.m. 

Chair Boose remarked that the legislation is only for construction noise. He understood the issue. 

Moved by Winkel and seconded by Awig to send T 36-2023 back to City Council for consideration. 

A voice vote was taken and the motion carried.
Yes – 3 No – 0

Adjournment:

Chairman Boose adjourned the meeting at 6:29 p.m.

Date Approved: 

Fijabi Gallam, MMC
Assistant Clerk of Council
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DATE: August 19, 2024 1ST READING: August 19, 2024
INTRODUCED BY: Mayor Corcoran 2ND READING:
REFERRED BY: 3RD READING: 

ADOPTED:
EMERGENCY: N/A
EFFECTIVE: N/A

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-88

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 
CHARGE CREDIT CARD PROCESSING FEES TO PAYER.

WHEREAS, each time the City processes a credit card transaction, there are associated 
credit card processing fees charged to the City by the third-party processing company instead of 
the payer; and

WHEREAS, the processing fees, which include interchange fees, are figured as 
a percentage of the credit card charge and are dependent upon card and transaction type as set by 
credit card networks, such as Visa, Mastercard, American Express and Discover and are non-
negotiable; and

WHEREAS, it is the administration’s desire to pass credit card processing fees to the payer 
in an effort to control operating expenses. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1.  Council hereby authorizes the administration to pass along credit card 
processing fees charged by credit card processors to the payer. 

SECTION 2.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were conducted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action were in meetings open to the public in accordance with all legal requirements, including 
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the 
earliest period allowed by law.

PASSED:___________________________ ________________________________
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

ATTEST:_________________________
                   CLERK OF COUNCIL
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APPROVED:_________________________ ________________________________
MAYOR
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DATE: August 19, 2024 1ST READING: August 19, 2024
INTRODUCED BY: Mayor Corcoran 2ND READING:
REFERRED BY: 3RD READING: 

ADOPTED:
EMERGENCY:
EFFECTIVE:

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-89

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH UTILITY METERING SOLUTIONS, LLC, FOR THE 

CITY-WIDE MASS WATER METER REPLACEMENT PROJECT. 

WHEREAS, the City of North Ridgeville shall purchase Ultrasonic water meters from 
Badger Meter as part of the mass water meter replacement project; and

WHEREAS, the water meter installation and project coordination shall be carried out by 
Utility Metering Solutions, LLC; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to North Ridgeville City Charter Section 11.7, Council may 
authorize expenditures exceeding the statutory threshold without public advertising/bidding for 
products and services of public utilities.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Utility Metering 
Solutions, LLC, for the mass meter replacement project, not to exceed $3,606,757.50. 

SECTION 2.  City Council finds that formal bidding is not required per Charter Section 
11.7, and due to the fact that the services being rendered are for a public utility. 

SECTION 3. The cost of the mass meter installation project shall be charged to and paid 
from the appropriate fund.

SECTION 4. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were conducted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action were in meetings open to the public in accordance with all legal requirements, including 
§121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the earliest 
period allowed by law.
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PASSED:___________________________ ________________________________
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

ATTEST:_________________________
                   CLERK OF COUNCIL

APPROVED:_________________________ ________________________________
MAYOR
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DATE: August 19, 2024 1ST READING: August 19, 2024
INTRODUCED BY: Mayor Corcoran 2ND READING:
REFERRED BY: 3RD READING: 

ADOPTED:
EMERGENCY: N/A
EFFECTIVE: N/A

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-90

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO PURCHASE 
WATER METERS AND APPURTENANCES FROM BADGER METER, 

INC. AS PART OF THE MASS WATER METER REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT. 

WHEREAS, the City of North Ridgeville must purchase additional Ultrasonic water 
meters, which are uniquely compatible with the City’s water meter system for mass water meter 
replacement project; and

WHEREAS, Badger Meter, Inc. is the sole manufacturer of Ultrasonic water meters, 
which are the only brand or type of meter which can be integrated into the City’s existing 
automated system;

WHEREAS, pursuant to North Ridgeville City Charter Section 11.7, Council may 
authorize expenditures exceeding the statutory threshold without public advertising/bidding for 
products and services of public utilities.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to purchase Ultrasonic water meters and 
appurtenances from Badger Meter, Inc. for the mass water meter replacement project, not to exceed 
$5,184,748.65.

SECTION 2.  City Council finds that formal bidding is not required per Charter Section 
11.7 and due to the fact that Badger Meter, Inc. is the sole manufacturer of the Ultrasonic water 
meters, which are unique in that they are the only product compatible with the City’s existing water 
meter system.

SECTION 3. The cost of the Ultrasonic water meters and appurtenances shall be charged 
to and paid from the appropriate fund.

SECTION 4. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were conducted in an open meeting of this Council 
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
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action were in meetings open to the public in accordance with all legal requirements, including 
§121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the earliest 
period allowed by law.

PASSED:___________________________ ________________________________
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

ATTEST:_________________________
                   CLERK OF COUNCIL

APPROVED:_________________________ ________________________________
MAYOR
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_DATE:  August 19, 2024 1ST READING: August 19, 2024
INTRODUCED BY: Mayor Corcoran 2ND READING:
REFERRED BY: 3RD READING: 

ADOPTED:
EMERGENCY: N/A
EFFECTIVE: N/A

                             

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-91

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A WATER METER SERVICE 
CHARGE.  

WHEREAS, the City of North Ridgeville has instituted a City-wide, mass water metering 
purchase and installation project; and 

WHEREAS, the City intends to create a water meter service charge to be held in a separate 
Water Meter Service Fund with the particular purpose of assisting in funding the City-wide water 
meter purchase and installation project.   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to create a water meter service charge for 
the purchase and replacement of water meters throughout the City.

SECTION 2. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were conducted in an open meeting of this Council, 
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal 
action were in meetings open to the public in accordance with all legal requirements, including 
§121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the earliest 
period allowed by law.

PASSED:___________________________ ________________________________
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

ATTEST:_________________________
                   CLERK OF COUNCIL

APPROVED:_________________________ ________________________________
MAYOR 
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